	Reading Comprehension Test
For 11th Form Students
Directions:	In this test you will read six texts.  Each text is followed by 5 multiple-choice questions.  For each task you will choose the best possible answer from four possible answers (A, B, C, or D).  Choose the best answer and write the letter of your choice down into the answer sheet.

	



Text 1: Harsh interrogation methods by the US
The use by the United States of harsh interrogation methods against suspected terrorists has stained the country's image and is putting US soldiers' lives at risk, experts said here Wednesday. "If we use torture when we question prisoners, we forfeit the right to demand that anyone treat our soldiers decently if they are taken prisoner," former army intelligence officer Stuart Herrington told AFP at a forum on the use of torture in interrogations. "If we engage in that kind of activity, we put our soldiers at increased risk," he said. 
"Our place in the world has been eroded" by the use of torture in interrogations at "war-on-terror" prisons in Afghanistan, Iraq and Guantanamo Bay, said Ken Robinson, who served for 20 years in organizations including the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and National Security Agency. "We have lost the moral high ground," he said. Furthermore, the experts said, hardball interrogation tactics don't work. "We know that anytime you hurt someone, you make them reticent to talk in future. As far as we are concerned, we want to talk to them multiple times," said Joe Navarro, a veteran FBI interrogator. "Coercive techniques don't work and are not necessary" said Robinson. Herrington agreed, and said he was "stunned" when he learned that harsh interrogation methods were being used in Iraq and the US detention center for suspected terrorists at Guantanamo Bay. 
Sarah Mendelson of the Center for Strategic and International Studies, which hosted the forum along with Human Rights First, deplored the US administration's "new ambivalence towards torture prohibition." In a report, she accused the administration of President George W. Bush of appearing "increasingly prepared to pay lip-service to or ignore entirely US obligations under international human rights and humanitarian law." The forum came a day after Carl Levin, the Democratic head of the Senate Armed Services Committee, told a congressional hearing that top US government officials had ignored the advice of lawyers from all branches of the military and sanctioned the use of harsh interrogation methods when questioning terrorism suspects.
1. According to this article, apart from making the United States look bad, what do harsh interrogation methods do?

A. They ensure that US soldiers are treated with respect
B.  They put US soldiers at risk
C.  They get the job done

2. Ken Robinson believes that hardball interrogation tactics:
  A. simply don't work.
  B. work well with some prisoners.
  C. should be used with caution.

3.  Sarah Mendelson thinks that the Bush administration:
A. is very conscious of US obligations under international human rights and humanitarian law.
B.  hasn't done enough to make sure harsh interrogation methods are not used.
C.  implemented suggestions given by lawyers from all branches of the military

4. Joe Navarro believes that hurting someone:
A. will not make them want to talk in the future.
B. will make them cooperative in the future.
C. Is a part of the normal interrogation process.

5.Which country is NOT mentioned in the article?
A.  Afghanistan
B.  Iraq
C.   Iran

Text 2: Picasso Prints Stolen in Brazil
Three armed robbers stole two Pablo Picasso prints from an art museum in downtown Sao Paulo on Thursday, the city's second high-profile art theft in less than a year. The bandits also took two oil paintings by well-known Brazilian artists Emiliano Di Cavalcanti and LasarSegall, said Carla Regina, a spokeswoman for the Pinacoteca do Estado museum. 
The Picasso prints stolen were "The Painter and the Model" from 1963 and "Minotaur, Drinker and Women" from 1933, according to a statement from the Sao Paulo Secretary of State for Culture, which oversees the museum. The prints and paintings have a combined value of $612,000, the statement and a museum official said. 
About noon, three armed men paid the $2.45 entrance fee and immediately went to the second-floor gallery where the works were being exhibited, bypassing more valuable pieces, authorities said. "This indicates to us that they probably received an order" to take those specific works, Youssef Abou Chain, head of Sao Paulo's organized crime unit, told reporters at a news conference. The assailants overpowered three unarmed museum guards and grabbed the works, officials said. The robbery took about 10 minutes and the museum was nearly empty at the time. The assailants took the pieces — frames and all — out of the museum in two bags. The institution has no metal detectors. 
In December, Picasso's "Portrait of Suzanne Bloch" and "O Lavrador de Cafe" by CandidoPortinari, an influential Brazilian artist, were stolen from the Sao Paulo Museum of Art by three men who used a crowbar and car jack to force open one of the museum's steel doors. The framed paintings were found Jan. 8, covered in plastic and leaning against a wall in a house on the outskirts of Sao Paulo, South America's largest city. One of the suspects in that heist — a former TV chef — turned himself over to police in January, who already had two suspects in custody. 

1. What did the armed men steal?
A. Two prints by Picasso
B.  Two oil painting by Brazilian artists
C.  A couple of prints and a couple of paintings

2. Why didn't the thieves take other more valuable works?
A. They didn't know that the other pieces were worth more.
B.  Probably because they had received an order for the prints that they took.
C.  They didn't have enough time.

3. Why was the museum's metal detector not working?
A.  The museum doesn't have a metal detector.
B.  It was being repaired.
C.  It was working - The thieves had plastic guns.

4. How many people were in the museum during the robbery?
A.  A lot. The museum was crowded.
B.  Not too many. It was almost empty.
C.  There were a lot of people outside the museum

5. Was the former TV chef involved in the most recent robbery?
A.  No, he's famous - he would never do that
B.  Yes, he was one of the men who robbed the Pinacoteca do Estado
C.  No, but he helped steal some other works earlier in the year

Text 3: Can a healthy lifestyle alter your genes?
Comprehensive lifestyle changes including a better diet and more exercise can lead not only to a better physique, but also to swift and dramatic changes at the genetic level, U.S. researchers said on Monday. In a small study, the researchers tracked 30 men with low-risk prostate cancer who decided against conventional medical treatment such as surgery and radiation or hormone therapy. 
The men underwent three months of major lifestyle changes, including eating a diet rich in fruits, vegetables, whole grains, legumes and soy products, moderate exercise such as walking for half an hour a day, and an hour of daily stress management methods such as meditation. As expected, they lost weight, lowered their blood pressure and saw other health improvements. But the researchers found more profound changes when they compared prostate biopsies taken before and after the lifestyle changes. After the three months, the men had changes in activity in about 500 genes - including 48 that were turned on and 453 genes that were turned off. The activity of disease-preventing genes increased while a number of disease-promoting genes, including those involved in prostate cancer and breast cancer, shut down, according to the study published in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 
The research was led by Dr. Dean Ornish, head of the Preventive Medicine Research Institute in Sausalito, California, and a well-known author advocating lifestyle changes to improve health."It's an exciting finding because so often people say, 'Oh, it's all in my genes, what can I do?' Well, it turns out you may be able to do a lot," Ornish, who is also affiliated with the University of California, San Francisco, said in a telephone interview. "'In just three months, I can change hundreds of my genes simply by changing what I eat and how I live?' That's pretty exciting," Ornish said. "The implications of our study are not limited to men with prostate cancer.
1. The article basically states that a healthy lifestyle:
A. can even alter your genes for the better.
B. has no effect on your genes.
C. is good for the environment.

2. Apart from eating healthy food and exercising, the men in the study:
A. were put under a lot of stress.
B. were taught stress management methods.
C. were given a lot of meat.

3. In total, how many genes changed as a result of the healthy lifestyle?
A. 48
B. 453
C. 500

4. What happened to some of the disease-causing genes?
A.  Their activity increased
B.  Their activity decreased
C.  There was very little change in their activity

5. Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the article? - The men in the study:
A.  complained about headaches
B.  lost weight
C.  lowered their blood pressure

Text 4: US eases regulations on traveling to Cuba
Families separated by the Florida Straits rejoiced Tuesday and Miami-based charter companies rushed to add seats and flights to their Havana routes after the Obama administration decided to let more Americans visit Cuba as often as they want, and spend as much as they like. 
The policy changes are sure to inject more money into Cuba's moribund economy, and many would-be travelers are already clamoring for still more barriers to fall. Even Fidel Castro, who had belittled the changes Monday, conceded Tuesday that they were "positive, although minimal." 
TheUnited States still doesn't let most Americans without ties to Cuba visit the island or send in money. But the change, announced Monday by the Obama administration, was among the most significant openings in the half-century of hostilities between the two countries. 
During the Bush administration, Americans with immediate family members on the island could visit once every three years and send up to $100 a month to their families. 
Now, there are no limits to travel or remittances, and the definition of family is expanded to include relatives as distant as second cousins — as well as anyone else who lives as "family" in the home of the authorized traveler. 


1. According to the article, what will this change in policy do for Cuba?
A.  It will boost the Cuban economy.
B. It will help topple Fidel Castro.
C.  It will make it possible for more Cubans to come to the United States.

2. How would one best describe Fidel Castro's reaction to the change?
A.  Lukewarm
B.  Very enthusiastic
C.  Indifferent

3. Under the new regulations, how often are Cuban-Americans allowed to visit their relatives in Cuba?
A.  As often as they like
B.  Once every three years
C.  Once a year

4. How long have Cuba and the United States maintained a "hostile" relationship?
A.  About 50 years
B.  About 10 years
C.  About 20 years

5. Under George W. Bush, how much money could Cuban Americans send to their family members?
A.  Up to $100 a month
B.  Up to $100 a year
C.  As much as they wanted to

Text 5: Was Coco Chanel a Nazi spy?
A new book by a Paris-based American historian suggests Chanel not only had a wartime affair with a German aristocrat and spy, but that she herself was also an agent of Germany's Abwehr military intelligence organization and a rabid anti-Semite. 
Doubts about Chanel's loyalties during World War II have long festered, but "Sleeping with the Enemy: Coco Chanel's Secret War" goes well beyond those previous allegations, citing as evidence documents culled from archives around the world. 
The book, published in the U.S. on Tuesday by Knopf, has ruffled feathers in France, where the luxury industry is a pillar of the economy and Chanel is widely regarded as the crowning jewel. 
The House of Chanel was quick to react, saying in a statement that "more than 57 books have been written about Gabrielle Chanel. ... We would encourage you to consult some of the more serious ones." 
Hal Vaughan, an 84-year-old World War II veteran and longtime journalist who previously wrote two other history books, insists that he is serious. "Sleeping with the Enemy" is the fruit of more than four years of intense labor born out of an accidental find in France's national police archive, he said. 
1. How many other books has Hal Vaughan written?
A.  1
B.  2
C.  3

2. According to the article, Coco Chanel is _______________ in France.
A.  very much admired
B.  not very well liked
C.  surprisingly not very well know

3. Had Coco Chanel's wartime affiliations been questioned before this book?
A.  No
B.  Yes, but not as seriously
C.  Yes. This book reveals nothing that hadn't been revealed before.

4. Which of the following is NOT true about Hal Vaughan?
A.  He fought in World War I.
B.  He lives in Paris.
C.  He is American.

5. How many years did Vaughan spend writing this book?
A.  2
B.  3
C.  4

Text 6: Using Real Animals in Movies
At the premiere of "Rise of the Planet of the Apes" last month, a clutch of impassioned animal activists gathered on Hollywood Boulevard. But they weren't there to throw red paint on fur-coat-wearing celebrities. Instead, one demonstrator — dressed in a full-body monkey suit — had arrived with a sign complimenting the filmmakers: "Thanks for not using real apes!" 
The creative team behind "Apes" used motion-capture technology to create digitalized primates, spending tens of millions of dollars on technology that records an actor's performance and later layers it with computer graphics to create a final image — in this case, one of a realistic-looking ape. 
Yet "Apes" is more exception than the rule — in fact, Hollywood has been hot on live animals lately: The nonprofit American Humane Assn., which monitors the treatment of animals in filmed entertainment, is keeping tabs on more than 2,000 productions this year, 100 more than in 2010. Already, a number of high-profile 2011 films, including "Water for Elephants," "The Hangover Part II" and "Zookeeper," have drawn the ire of activists who say the creatures featured in them haven't been treated properly. 


In some cases, it's not so much the treatment of the animals on set that has activists worried; it's the off-set training and living conditions that are raising concerns. And there are questions about U.S. films made overseas, which sometimes are not monitored as closely as productions filmed stateside. 
1. According to the article, animal rights activist _______________ the fact that there were no real apes used in the new "Rise of the Planet of the Apes" movie.
A.  are appalled by
B.  are ambivalent to
C.  like

2. What kind of "apes" did the above-mentioned movie use?
A.  real ones
B.  computer-generated ones
C.  cardboard cutouts

3. According to the article, Hollywood movies have been _______________. 
A.  shying away from using live animals lately
B.  treating all live animals well in the past little while
C.  using lots of live animals lately, and not always treating them properly

4. Why are animal rights activists worried about U.S. movies that are shot overseas?
A.  Because the way the animals are treated overseas is sometimes not as closely monitored as in theU.S.
B.  Because they don't want foreign workers to be hired
C.  Because they don't want foreign animals to be used in American movies

5. How much money did the makers of "The Rise of the Planet of the Apes" spend on the motion-capture technology used in the movie?
A.  Tens of thousands of dollars
B.  over $10,000,000
C.  about $2,000
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