READING COMPREHENSION

9th Form 

Text 1

Choose a, b, c or d                                        
It seems that most people today (1) it for granted that computer games have negative effects on teenagers, but this is just not the case. Teens who play computer games every day are just as likely to be as sociable as teens who don’t. Research has shown that only a small number of teenagers play computer games alone. And many teens hook (2)  with games from all over the globe in online gaming communities. In fact, it (3) proved that online games are usually more aware of international issues and are more likely to raise money for charity. Also, the themes of some computer games help teens to learn. For example, many games (4) actual historical events which teens learn about in a truly interactive way. Often, the story is (5) interesting that teens do research after playing (6) to find out more about the subject. (7) all this, many parents believe that their children should be prevented (8) playing computer games. They only see the negative side of computer games and (9) the positive one. There is no (10) that parents should look closer at this issue as it’s their children’s favourite pastime.

1. a. pass           b. believe             c. take                  d. test

2. a. on              b. up                     c. in                     d. into

3. a. has             b. has to               c. has been           d. has being

4. impress         b. show off           c. direct                d. feature

5. a. so              b. such                  c. that                   d. so much

6. a. despite      b. so that               c. so                      d. in order
7. a. Although  b. Even though      c. In spite of         d. Though

8. a. for            b. from                   c. with                  d. on

9. a. overlook   b. overhear             c. overtake           d. overcome

10. a. way        b. doubt                  c. option                d. time
Text 2

Read the text and write T for True, F for 

False or NM for Not Mentioned
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The Money Trail
Money makes the world go round, according to a popular song from the 1970s, and there’s no doubt that money is serious business for most of us. If you have enough of it, paying for goods and services is no problem – using coins, notes or a credit card, you can get your favourite snacks or buy the latest DVDs. Of course things were not always like that.

 Money, as we know it today, didn’t exist in ancient times, so our ancestors came up with a system of trading called ‘bartering’ to pay for goods and services. Bartering involves the exchange of products of equal value. Ancient people bartered with just about anything, but some of the most popular items included: gold, silk, grain, salt and pottery.

This form of trade continued for centuries, but it wasn’t particularly practical, and in around 600 BC, the Lydians came up with a clever alternative to bartering: coins. Lydia, (which is now western Turkey), was the first country to use coins as a form of payment. The coins looked like beans and were made of electrum, a mixture of gold and silver. Much like the coins of today, Lydian coins had an official symbol and a value. Coins quickly became popular and it wasn’t long before they started being used in other countries as well.

In ancient China, coins had holes in the middle and they could be strung together on a rope. However, rich people found these strings of coins too heavy. To solve this problem, they would leave the coins with a trustworthy person, who would give them a piece of paper recording how much money they had given. These pieces of paper worked in the same way banknotes work today. The Italian trader, Marco Polo, travelled to China in the 1200s. He was fascinated by paper money and wrote about it in a book describing his travels. The Europeans, however, did not realize the advantages of paper money, and it was only in the 1600s that paper money finally appeared in Europe. At that time, banks began issuing printed paper money which could be exchanged for gold or silver coins.

These days hard cash is not the only form of money. Plastic money, in the form of credit cards, has become the most popular way to pay for things. Credit cards originated in the United States in the 1930s, but they didn’t become popular until the 1950s. These cards have changed the way we think about money as it is  no longer necessary to pay up front. Plus, they are very easy to use and convenient in an emergency.

It’s likely that money continue to evolve, or perhaps disappear altogether – whatever the case, the story of money is far from over.  

1. Bartering doesn’t involve exchanging money. T
2. Bartering with gold was more common than bartering with other goods. NM
3. Lydian coins were the same shapes as coins today. F
4. Paper money evolved because coins were inconvenient. T
5. Marco Polo persuaded the Europeans to use paper money. F
6. Credit cards are the most popular form of payment in the US. NM
Text 3

Read the text below and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each gap
What is Genealogy?
   Genealogy is a (1)   of history. It concerns family history, (2)  than the national or world history studied at school. It doesn’t merely involve drawing a family tree, however – tracing your family history can also (3)   in learning about your roots and your identity. The Internet enables millions of people worldwide to (4)  information about their family history, without great (5)  .    

   People who research their family history often (6)  that it’s a fascinating hobby which (7)  a lot about where they come from and whether they have famous ancestors. According to a survey involving 900 people who had researched their family history, the chances of discovering a celebrity in your past are one in ten. The survey also concluded that the (8)   back you follow your family line, the more likely you are to find a relation who was much wealthier than you are. However, the vast majority of people who (9)   in the survey discovered they were better off than their ancestors. 
1   A  band             B  set              C  branch         D  series

2   A  instead         B  rather          C  except         D  sooner

3   A  cause            B  mean          C  result           D  lead

4   A  accomplish   B  access        C  approach     D  admit

5   A  fee                B  price           C  charge         D  expense

6   A  describe        B  define         C  remark        D  regard

7   A  reveals          B  opens          C  begins        D  arises

8   A  older             B  greater         C  higher        D  further

9   A  attended       B  participated  C  included     D  associated

READING COMPREHENSION

10th Form 
Text 1

You are going to read a newspaper article about a young professional footballer. For questions 1-10, choose from the sections (A-D). The sections may be chosen more than once.

Rising star
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Margaret Garelly goes to meet Duncan Williams, who plays for Chelsea Football Club.

A  It’s my first time driving to Chelsea’s training ground and I turn off    slightly too early at the London University playing fields. Had he accepted football’s rejections in his early teenage years, it is exactly the sort of ground Duncan Williams would have found himself running around on at weekends. At his current age of 18, he would have been a bright first-year undergraduate mixing his academic studies with a bit of football, rugby and cricket, given his early talent in all these sports. However, Duncan undoubtedly took the right path. Instead of studying, he is sitting with his father Gavin in one of the interview rooms at Chelsea’s training base reflecting on Saturday’s match against Manchester City. Such has been his rise to fame that it is with some disbelief that you listen to him describing how his career was nearly all over before it began.

B  Gavin, himself a fine footballer – a member of the national team in his time – and now a professional coach, sent Duncan to three professional clubs as a 14 year-old, but all three turned him down. ‘I worked with him a lot when he was around 12, and it was clear he had fantastic technique and skill. But then the other boys shot up in height and he didn’t. But I was still upset and surprised that no team seemed to want him that they couldn’t see what he might develop into in time. When Chelsea accepted him as a junior, it was made clear to him that this was more of a last chance than a new beginning. They told him he had a lot of hard work to do and wasn’t part of their plans. Fortunately, that summer he just grew and grew, and got much stronger as well’.

C  Duncan takes up the story: ‘The first half of that season I played in the youth team. I got lucky – the first-team manager came to watch us play QPR, and though we lost 3-1, I had a really good game. I moved up to the first team after that performance.’ Gavin points out that it can be beneficial to be smaller and weaker when you are developing – it forces you to learn how to keep the ball better, how  to use ‘quick feet’ to get out  of tight spaces. ‘A couple of years ago, Duncan would run past an opponent as if he wasn’t there but then the other guy would close  in on him. I used to say to him, “Look, if you can do that now , imagine what you’ll be like  when you are  17, 18 and you’re  big and quick and they won’t be able to get near you.” If you’re a smaller player, you have to use your brain a lot more.’

D Not every kid gets advice from an ex-England player over dinner, nor their own private training sessions. Now Duncan is following in Gavin’s footsteps. He has joined a national scheme where people like him give advice to ambitious young teenagers who are hoping to become professionals. He is an old head on young shoulders. Yet he’s also like a young kid in his enthusiasm. And fame has clearly gone to his head; it would be hard to meet a more likeable, humble young man. So will he get to play for the national team? ‘One day I’d love to, but when that is, is for somebody else to decide.’ The way he is playing, that won’t be long.

Which paragraph

states how surprised the writer was at Duncan’s early difficulties?                  1 A
says that Duncan sometimes seems much more mature than he really is?        2 D
describes the frustration felt by Duncan’s father?                                             3 B
says that Duncan is on course to reach a high point in his profession?             4 D
suggests that Duncan caught up with his team-mates in terms of 

physical development?                                                                                       5 B
explains how Duncan was a good all-round sportsperson?                                6 A
gives an example of how Gavin reassured his son?                                            7 C
mentions Duncan’s current club’s low opinion of him at one time?                  8 B
mentions a personal success despite a failure for the team?                               9 C
explains how Duncan and his father are fulfilling a similar role?                     10 D
Text 2
Read the text and do the test
Which English do you Speak?
   Over 1 billion people speak English worldwide, either as a first or second language. It is the international language of communications, science, information technology, business, entertainment, radio and politics. This make some people imagine that it is a single language, spoken in the same way throughout the world. However, there are many variations not only in pronunciation but also in spelling and vocabulary. Let’s see what happens with British and American English.

   From the 17th century people began travelling from Great Britain to North America to live, which is how the first form of American English began. Some English pronunciations and words have stayed the same in the US since their arrival, but in England they have changed over the years. This explains differences in English such as the word for the season ‘fall’ (AmE) or ‘autumn’ (BrE). The word ‘fall’ is in fact Old English and not a new ‘Americanism’. The same is the case with the word ‘trash’ (the AmE word for ‘rubbish’). The English of North America has also been influenced by the different European settlers that arrived from the 1600s. For example, the word ‘boss’ comes from Dutch.

   Nowadays almost everyone has heard American English, though music or radio and films or ‘movies’ at the cinema. This means that even if there are differences, most people are familiar with them. However, if you are not aware of these differences, some misunderstandings can occur. For example when it comes to car and driving. British English speakers call the space for bags at the back of the car, the ‘boot’, and the Americans call it the ‘trunk’. A car that is driven with gears is called ‘manual’ (BrE) and ‘stick’ in the US. A British English speaker may find it funny to think of someone ‘driving a stick’. In the UK, you fill a car with ‘petrol’ but in the US it’s called ‘gas’. A ‘crosswalk’ in the US is known as a ‘zebra crossing’ in the UK. Regarding food there are also several differences. For example a ‘cookie’ in the US is a ‘biscuit’ in the UK. Fried potatoes are ‘chips’ in British English and ‘fries’ in America. If you are British and you ask for ‘chips’ in the US, you’ll get some ‘crisps’.

   So these differences may seem serious at first, but in actual fact they are unlikely to cause problems and are more amusing than confusing. The reality is that whatever English you speak you will be able to get by throughout the world because English is an international language and international English is replacing both American and British English.   

AmE=American English

BrE= British English

  Mark true and false sentences

1. There are over 1 billion non-native speakers of English. F
2. The pronunciation and vocabulary are not the only differences which exist between American and British English. T
3. There certain words which have changed in England but not in the US. T
4. The word ’trash’ comes from Dutch. F
5.  An American would laugh if someone told him that he drives a stick.. F
6. The word ‘chips’ exists in both British and American English, but has a different meaning. T
7. It is difficult to communicate in the UK if you do not speak British English.F
Text 3
Read the text and do the test

SUMMER RAIN

        The worst days of any summer are the rainy ones. We spend all year looking forward to nice weather and long, hot days. 

       All of winter, with its dreary gray days and bitter cold, we dream of those endless days at the beach, laying on the sand and soaking in the bright and burning sun. And then, summer comes, and it rains. As a child, I would wake up to rainy summer days and come close to crying. It wasn’t fair. We suffered through months of school and miserable weather for those scant ten weeks of freedom and balmy weather. Any day that I could not spend at the beach or playing ball with my friends seemed like a punishment for something I didn’t even do.

      On those rainy summer days, I had nothing fun to do and could only sit inside, staring out at the rain like a Dickensian orphan. I was an only child, so there was no one else to play with. My father worked from home, so I was not truly alone, but he could not actively play with me since he was technically at work. It was those days that I would resign myself to whatever was on television or any books that I could 

find lying around. I’d crawl through the day and pray each night that the rain would not be there the next day.

       As an adult, though, my opinion of summer rain has changed. When you have to work every day, summer is not as eagerly anticipated. Mostly, the days run together, bleeding into each other so that they no longer seem like separate entities and instead feel like continuations of the same long day. Everything seems monotonous and dull. Such a mindset makes you cheer for anything new or different. I spend the winter dreaming of summer and the summer dreaming of winter. 

       When summer comes, I complain about how hot it is. And then I look forward to the rain, because the rain brings with it a cold front, which offers a reprieve — admittedly one that is all too short — from the torture of 100° and humid days. Rainy days are still the worst days of the summer, but summer rain today means positively beautiful — and considerably cooler —weather tomorrow.
Choose the correct answer:
1) The passage makes use of language that is

A metaphorical

B rhetorical

C formal

D ambiguous
2) According to the passage, summer is different for adults because

A rain brings with it cold temperatures for the following days

B the weather is much warmer than it is for children

C they do not get a long time off from work for the season

D they better know how to occupy their downtime
3) According to the passage, which of the following is a true statement 

about the narrator as a child?

A. He or she was often bored on summer days.

B. He or she preferred cooler weather.

C. He or she liked staying indoors.

D. He or she had no siblings.

4) Compared to how he or she was as a child, the narrator as an adult is

A more realistic

B less excitable

C more idealistic

D less calm
5) As used in the final paragraph, the word reprieve most nearly means

A a permanent conclusion

B a short continuation

C a higher level of pain

D a temporary break

Text 4
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Read the article and match the underlined words with the meaning a-h. There are two extra meanings which you do not need to use.

How Celebrities Spend their Cash

Apart from the adoring fans and fabulous travel opportunities, one of the biggest perks of being a celebrity is, of course, the huge salaries. Singers, actors and sports stars alike earn astronomical sums of money and they’ve certainly learnt how to spend it in style!

Take Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie for example. Their most recent acquisition is Chateau Miraval, a 1000-acre estate in the south of France worth $70 million! The estate comes complete with a vineyard, a lake, a forest and a moat. The house itself has 35 bedrooms – we hope Angie’s not planning to do her own housework!

David and Victoria Beckham are another example of a superstar couple who have bought properties all over the world. The Beckhams, who currently based in Los Angeles, California, live in a six-bedroom, Italian-style villa in the Hollywood Hills, worth $22 million.

Not all celebrities choose to invest their money in property, some spend it on maintaining their images. Fashion icon Paris Hilton’s shopping sprees are legendary; take a peek inside her wardrobe and you’ll find it jam-packed with designer labels. Paris loves skirts and dresses, in particular, and her favourite designers include Dolce & Gabbana, Louis Vuitton and Michael Kors.

Television star, Sarah Jessica Parker, is also known for her sense of style, but her weakness is shoes! The actress has confessed to owning at least a hundred pair of shoes, including about forty pairs designed  by her favourite shoe designer, Manolo Blahnik. Sarah is such a fan of Blahnik’s shoes that the designer recently created a shoe in her honour, a stiletto called the ‘SJP’.

Of course, cars are another favourite celebrity indulgence. Comedian and car enthusiast, Jerry Seinfeld, owns an incredible 47 Porsches! His collection, which is believed to be one of the largest in the world, includes various models of 911s and Boxsters, as well as a rare 1955 550 Spyder. And it’s not just the boys who collect cars; Madonna, whose father is a retired car engineer, owns a number of impressive cars, including a BMW, an Audi A8 and a Maybach limousine.

Of course, taking a break is important to the rich and famous, many of whom choose to jet off to an exotic destination for a well-deserved holiday. Mell Gibson, Jennifer Lopez and Mariah Carey have all holidayed on the island of Anguilla in the Caribbean. With its luxurious hotels and secluded beaches, Anguilla is a fantastic choice for stars wanting to escape paparazzi lenses! Another favourite celebrity destination is  St Barts, also in the Caribbean. The island boasts a number of stunning beaches, where several celebrities including Cameron Diaz, Tom Hanks, Uma Thurman and Johnny Deep have been spotted soaking up  the Caribbean sun.

George Clooney, Nicolas Cage and Celine Dion were shocked by the devastation which Hurricane Katrina caused in the USA in 2005, and each of them donated $1 million to victims of the disaster. Supermodel Petra Nemcova, who survived the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, decided to establish the Happy Heart Fund. This organization has helped raise money to aid children who have been affected by economic or natural disasters. Sandra Bullock and Steven Spielberg also contributed to tsunami relief efforts.
1. perks                    D             a. preserving   b. pleasure    c. enjoying

2. acquisition           F             d. benefits   e. periods of time when you overdo 

3. maintaining         A             something   f. property  g. prices

4. sprees                  E                h. assistance

5. soaking up          C
6. relief                    H        

READING COMPREHENSION

11th Form 
Text 1

You are going to read part of the autobiography of a surfing instructor. For questions 1-10, choose from the sections (A-E). The sections may be chosen more than once.

Walking on Waves
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A  My journey to the sea began when I was tiny. My mum, who used to surf then, would sit me on one of her old boards and push me into the little waves in a few centimeters of water. We both soon realized I had an unstoppable appetite for the waves, sometimes which has never faded. Soon after that we moved to a house which was almost on the beach. I could literally walk out of the garden into the sea. Living by the sea is something you never take for granted if you surf. I open the curtains in the morning and my heart leaps as I see the long perfect lines of waves rolling into the bay.

B  Being the only girl in the water when I was learning to serf never bothered me because I’d always been trying to keep up with an elder brother who was exceptionally good at sports. So, there I was, a tiny little thing, itching to better my surfing by checking out other surfers and looking for new moves. I was surfing four times a day in the summer holidays, before and after school right through the winter months as the temperatures dropped and the sea was really wild. I just couldn’t get enough of it.

C  Things started to get competitive as I got older and stronger. I was tackling more challenging waves: faster, more powerful and more dangerous, but I was gaining confidence and building up my experience, and it was really rewarding to see myself improving. And that’s when the boys started to notice me, and they weren’t too sure how to cope with it. They seemed to think along the lines of ‘She’s only a girl – she won’t manage that wave, so I’ll get in there and show her how to do it.’ Convincing them that I could hold my own in the waves wasn’t going to happen overnight.

D  Over time and after a few hair-raising moments, I made some friends and mutual respect blossomed between me and the guys who spent all their time  in the waves with me. When I started pulling off some good moves on my surfboard and throwing a bit of spray on the waves, they began giving me a bit of credit, so that if I was going out when the surf was really big, they would shout out instructions to make sure I had the best chance. They knew I wasn’t messing about and that I was going for it out there. Thing got really interesting when I went in for competitions. In fact, I entered every national surfing competition over ten years. Competition surfing can be extremely frustrating, since you can never guarantee waves a certain time on a certain day, and there’s vast amounts of hanging around.

E  Now I’ve set up a surf school and I’ve got a whole new perspective. When you start teaching something, you have to learn for yourself again. Everything you’ve been doing instinctively without really noticing for the last fifteen years has now got to be passed on, and it gets surprisingly detailed and tricky in parts. But it’s been fantastic introducing so many  people to the sport, and it’s even better when you get to see their big grins when they stand up for the first time and ride a wave into the shore. Surfing has taken me all over the world and now it feels like it’s brought me home again.

In which section does the writer mention
feeling satisfaction that her determination resulted in better performance?         1 C
the problem of having to wait for conditions to be favourable for surfing?         2 D
a chance which helped her to pursue her hobby?                                                  3 A
continuing to surf even when the conditions were unfavourable?                        4 B
the pleasure she gets from seeing others succeed?                                                5 E
being aware that it would take time for her abilities to be recognized?                6 C
her enthusiasm for the sea being recognized by someone else?                            7 A
an admission that she doesn’t think about what she is doing when surfing?         8 E
not being concerned that she stood out from others?                                             9 B
people appreciating her serious attitude towards her surfing?                             10 D
Text 2
You are going to read a newspaper article about the man who designed the recycling symbol. Six sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from the sentences A-G the one which fits each gap (1-6). There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use.
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                                   How the Recycling
Symbol was Created
Gary Anderson designed a symbol which we

see everywhere nowadays.

I studied engineering at the University of Southern California at a time when there was a lot of emphasis in the United States on training young people to be engineers. That said, I eventually switched to architecture. I just couldn’t get a grasp on electronics and architecture seemed more concrete to me.

It was around that time that I saw a poster advertising a design competition being run be the Container Corporation of America. The idea was to create a symbol to represent recycled paper. One of my college requirements had been a graphic design course so I thought I’d give it a go. It didn’t take me long to come up with my design: only a day or two. 1 But I already had arrows and angles in my mind because on my course I’d done a presentation on recycling waste water. I’d come up with a graphic that described this process very simply.

The problem with the design I’d done earlier was that it seemed flat, two-dimensional. So when I sat down to enter the competition, I thought back to a field trip in elementary school to a newspaper office where we’d been shown how paper was fed over rollers as it was printed. 2 The three arrows in it look like strips of folded-over paper. I drew them in pencil, and then traced over everything in black ink. These days, with computer graphics packages, it’s rare that designs are quite so plain.

I think I found out I’d won the competition in a letter. Was I excited? Well, yes of course – but not that excited. 3 So it just seemed like, of course I would win! There was a monetary prize, though for the life of me I can’t remember how much it was… about $2,000?

When I finished my studies, I decided to go into urban planning and I moved to Los Angeles. It seems funny, but I really played down the fact that I’d won this competition. I was afraid it would make me look as though I was interested in graphics, rather than urban planning. 4 I remember seeing it once on a leaflet which had been produced on recycled paper, but then it disappeared.
A while after graduating, I flew to Amsterdam for a holiday. I’ll never forget: when I walked off the plane, I saw my symbol. It was on a big recycling bin. And it was bigger than a beach ball! 5 I was really taken aback. That was quite a long time ago though. Since then, I’ve got more qualifications and worked for quite a few different firms, some more environmentally aware than others.

I feel much prouder of the recycling symbol now than I used to, probably because it’s so widely seen. Maybe this design has been more important to me than I’d thought. 6 There’s more to me than the recycling symbol.

A   Still, I’d hate to think that my life’s work is defined by it.  6
B   I used what I’d seen to create the image. 2
C   I’m no expert on recycling but I can certainly see its value. -
D   I hadn’t thought about it for years and there it was right in my face. 5
E   I realise that seems ridiculous for something that’s been so successful. 1
F   Also, nothing much happened to the symbol for a while. 4
G   I guess at that point in my life I had an exaggerated sense of my own importance.    3   

Text 3

Read and choose a, b, c or d                Mnemonics
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Are there times when you wish your memory was better? Well, if you (1) to improve your memory, you can try some of these memory techniques. They are quite (2). So, (3) sure you read carefully.

First of all, you can use acronyms. An acronym is an invented combination of letters, with each letter acting as a key to an idea or word you need to remember. For instance, if you had to remember the five Great Lakes in the United States, you (4) the acronym ‘Homes’: Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie and Superior. Besides (5), you can also use acrostics, invented sentences where the first letter of each word reminds you of something. For example, to remember the points on a compass (North, East, South, West) you can use the following sentence: Never Eat Sour Watermelons. (6) is more, rhymes and songs, where you have (7) , repetition, melody and rhyme can also help your memory. Do you remember using this last technique to learn the alphabet?

Of course there are many more memory techniques which you can use. For now, try using some of the above next time you have to sit (8) an exam. I’m sure you (9) very well in it. And keep in mind that (10) of the mnemonic techniques are useful, but just like every (11) in your body, the more you use your brain, the stronger it becomes. It’s (12) to you!
1. a. wanted             b. want         c. would want        d. will want

2. a. relevant            b. careless    c. effective             d. motivating

3. a. be                      b. make        c. do                       d. give

4. a. use                    b. will use     c. used                   d. could use

5 a. that                   b. those         c. these                   d. the

6 a. Which               b. What        c. Where                 d. There

7 a. lyrics                 b. revision    c. roots                   d. legends

8 a. in                       b. on             c. for                      d. to

9 a. will have done  b. will do      c. are going to do   d. are doing

10 a. all                     b. neither      c. none                   d. either

11 a. mark                    b. existence      c. muscle                    d. version
12  a. up                       b. on                  c. off                             d. over
