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The Next Ice Age 

There are still a few people in northern Europe who think that global warming might not be such a bad thing. In Britain, where summer can sometimes seem to last a little more than a few weeks, many would welcome the idea of it getting a bit hotter.
Unfortunately, things are not so simple. Global warming doesn't just mean that the world will slowly get warmer. Paradoxically, it could cause certain areas to get colder – a lot colder. The latest predictions are that northern Europe could even be plunged into an ice age. While areas of south-eastern Europe, such as Greece, would continue to get hotter and drier, Britain could find itself, in the winter months at least, surrounded by sea ice.
The reason for this concerns the Greenland ice sheet. This is one of the biggest expanses of ice in the world – around 1,500 km long and 600 km wide. It is so big that if it all melted sea levels would rise by 7 metres. Due to the rising emissions of greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide from the combustion of fossil fuels, this ice sheet is melting at an alarming rate. But how could the melting of the Greenland ice sheet threaten to plunge northern Europe into a new ice age? 
The link in the chain of events is what some call the Gulf Stream and others call the Atlantic Conveyor. This is the stream of warm water that comes up from central America and flows across the Atlantic to northern Europe. It is this huge mass of warm water which accounts for the relatively high temperatures enjoyed by Britain, for instance, compared with parts of Canada and Russia which are equally far north of the equator. Warm water is conveyed across to Europe near the surface of the Atlantic, and at its northernmost point it cools and sinks because the water from the tropics has a higher salt content, making it denser and so heavier than the water near the Arctic. The cold, dense water then flows south close to the ocean floor, back towards central and south America to complete the cycle. 
Scientists are beginning to make bleak predictions of an impending ice age in the northern hemisphere because they have observed that the water flowing from the melting Greenland ice sheet is flowing into the path of the Gulf Stream. The water from the melted ice will reduce the density of the water in the Gulf Stream, stopping the water sinking in the north, thereby cutting off the deep southerly current, which, in its turn, will cut off the northerly flow of warmer water. At that point the seas around Britain will begin to freeze.
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I. Listen to the text. Are the following statements about the text true or false? Mark right variant (X)
	
	True 
	False 

	1. Not all people think that global warming is a bad thing 
	
	

	2. Some people welcome the idea of global warming as the climate in some places will get warmer. 
	
	

	3. You can find ice supplies only in Greenland.
	
	

	4. When the 1500km long and 600km wide ice melted, the sea level rose by 7 meters.
	
	

	5. Because of Greenhouse gases ice sheet is melting very fast.
	
	

	6. The scientists say that Europe will definitely experience the ice age.
	
	

	7. The average temperature in Greece will rise as a result of Global Warming.
	
	

	8. The Gulf Stream which comes up from Central America and flows across the Atlantic to the north-western Europe brings high temperatures to Britain.
	
	

	9. Unlike Britain Canada, being equally far from the equator, cannot boast of high temperatures due to the absence of the Gulf Stream’s influence.
	
	

	10. Melting water of the Greenland ice makes the Gulf Stream change its course.
	
	



II.	Choose the right ending to the sentences A, B, C or D
1. There are _____ people in northern Europe, who think that Global Warming is a good thing.
A. all 
B. none
C. some 
D. majority of
2. Global Warming will result in _________
A. warmer climate 
B. unpredictable climate changes 
C. colder climate
D. cooler climate


3.The melting Ice Sheet is changing _______
A. the temperature of the Gulf Stream 
B. the direction of the Gulf Stream
C. the density of the water in the Gulf Stream 
D. the colour of water in the Gulf Stream
4.The greenhouse gasses ________ the melting process.
A. reverse 
B. don’t influence
C. slow down
D. speed up
5.The ocean water from the tropics has ______
A. more salt 
B. less salt  
C. more flora
D. more species of fish
6.The denser water of the ocean ________
A. flows closer to the ocean bottom 
B. flows closer to the ocean surface 
C. dissolves in the ocean streams
D. flows neither at the top nor at the bottom 
7. The Gulf Stream equally doesn’t influence ___________
A. England and Canada
B. England and Russia
C. parts of Russia and Canada
D. England, Russia and Canada
8.The water of the Gulf Stream flows ______
A. to Europe
B. to Europe and Britain 
C. to Europe, Britain and back to the South America
D. to Britain, Europe and back to the South America
9.If 1500 km long and 600km wide ice sheet melts the sea level will_____
A.  slightly increase
B. considerably increase 
C. increase to some extent
D. will not increase
10.The melting water of the ice sheet _____
A. replaces the Gulf Stream 
B. increases the density of the Gulf Stream
C. will make ocean water less salty
D. will cause the seas around Britain to freeze
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Text 1. Read the text and do the test. Are the following statements about the text true or false? Mark right variant (X)
Clark Meets Clare
The first time I ever met Clare, she was working in a clothes store in Chicago. I was feeling pretty embarrassed because I had gone in to buy a scarf for my sister and there were 20 or 30 women in there and I was the only man. I was standing in the scarves, hats and gloves section feeling sorry for myself when Clare walked up to me and asked me if there was anything I needed.
She looked very beautiful and was dressed elegantly. I must admit that for a couple of seconds, I wasn't able to say anything. I just looked at her. Finally, I said, «What size scarves do you have?» and then realized that it was quite a stupid question. I left the store a few seconds later without buying anything.
Two days later, I was sitting in a coffee bar around the corner when I heard a voice behind me say, «Did you ever find the scarf you were looking for?» I turned around and was amazed to see the same pretty girl from the clothes store. We laughed about it and shared a coffee together.
Two weeks later, I was brave enough to ask Clare to go to see a movie with me. You can imagine how unhappy I was when she said that she couldn't go with me. She promised to call me another time, but I didn't believe her. The next morning, my cell phone rang and I recognized her number on the screen. She said she was free and asked if I still wanted to go to the cinema. That was seven years ago and now we've been married for nearly 5 years.
1. Clare was one woman in the shop.   
2. Clark felt embarrassed because he was meeting Clare for the first time.
3. Clark bought a scarf from Clare because he thought she was beautiful.
4. Clark and Clare had a coffee a couple of days after meeting for the first time.
5. Clark was a little worried about asking Clare out.
6. They got married two years after meeting for the first time.
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Text 2. Read the text and do the test. Choose the correct answer (A, B, C, D) to complete the sentences 
The Personal Trainer
Kathryn Southhall is a personal trainer who helps busy people organize their (1) _____ schedules. Kathryn (2) _____ me about the one of her clients, Elisabeth. «Elisabeth has a demanding job and three children to look after. When she came to me, she was practically worked off her feet and had hardly any time to (3) ____, let alone to exercise». Kathryn told Elisabeth to start with a (4) _______ session once a week as this would help relax her muscles and (5) ____ her stress levels. «We also looked at easy ways to add more (6) _______ into her day, like walking an extra bus stop on her way to and from work», said Kathryn. Elisabeth started doing ten minutes of toning exercise in the mornings in an (7) _____ to be more energetic. Kathryn also recommended some changes to Elisabeth`s diet like having vegetables with her main meal in the evenings. Three months later, Elisabeth has lost extra weight she had (8) ____ and even her skin looks healthier!

	1
	A. health
	B. circulation
	C. resort
	D. fitness

	2
	A. told
	B. said
	C. asked
	D. advised

	3
	A. refresh
	B. lie
	C. relax
	D. recover

	4
	A. massage
	B. luxury
	C. physical
	D. pool

	5
	A. increase
	B. cure
	C. open
	D. reduce

	6
	A. work
	B. exercise
	C. sleep
	D. riding

	7
	A. attempt
	B. activity
	C. anxiety
	D. afternoon

	8
	A. raised
	B. gained
	C. earned
	D. placed
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Text 3. Read the text and answer the questions 1-5. Choose A, B, C, or D.
Extreme sports are described as activities which have a high level of danger. Examples of common extreme sports include skydiving, rocks climbing, surfing, scuba diving, water skiing, mountain biking and snowboarding. These sports often involve speed, height and great physical effort.
Extreme sports differ from standard sports because they are affected by environmental obstacles and challenges, including weather and terrain. Because natural obstacles such as wind, snow, water and mountains, cannot be controlled, they inevitably affect the outcome of the given sport or event. In contrast, in standard sporting event, athletes compete against each other under controlled circumstances. While it is possible to create controlled extreme sporting event, they are often factors which cannot be held constant. Examples include snow conditions for snowboarders, rock and ice quality for climbers and wave height for surfers. 
Most people that engage in extreme sports do so for the so-called «adrenaline rush». Under circumstances which cause fear, the hormone adrenaline is excreted, along with serotonin and endorphins, substances which produce a physical state of excitement and general sense of wellbeing. Extreme sports fanatics claim that participation in such challenging activities allows them to develop their physical as well as mental skills and gives them the satisfaction of mastering inhospitable environment. 
1. In order to be labeled as an extreme sport, the sport must …. 
A. be physically exerting
B. take place in hard weather conditions.
C. be done at high speed and altitudes.
D. have a high level of danger.
2. Why are snow conditions, rock and ice quality and wave height referred to in the text?
A. Because they affect only specific sports.
B. They are referred to as factors that must be controlled.
C. They are given as examples of changeable conditions.
D. Because these conditions are necessary for each sport.
3. The hormone adrenaline is released …
A. when someone is relaxed.
B. by serotonins and endorphins.
C. when someone is excited.
D. when someone is frightened.



4. How are extreme sports different from standard sports?
A. Athletes do not compete against each other in extreme sports.
B. Standard sports are usually played in a controlled environment.
C. The outcome of standard sport is constant.
D. Standard sports are always played despite the weather.
5. Extreme sports fanatics…
A. have more advanced mental skills than regular athletes.
B. need high levels of serotonin.
C. have the ability to conquer all natural obstacles.
D. enjoy the adrenaline rush which accompanies extreme sports.
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Text 4 Five sentences have been removed from the text. For each question choose the correct answer. There are three extra sentences which you do not need to use.
The story about lost ring
Have you ever lost something that was precious to you, and thought you`d never see it again? That`s what happened to Mary Grams from Canada.
Mary had worn her engagement ring for more than half a century when she suddenly lost it. She was working in the garden on the family farm one day, pulling out a plant. 1 ____. When she discovered it was missing, she searched everywhere for it for days, before finally giving up.
Mary realized she probably wasn`t going to find the ring again. So she decided not to tell anyone about what had happened, apart from her son. Instead, she thought she would replace it with a much cheaper ring from a jeweler`s.           2 ____. In fact, it was so similar that no-one else in her family even knew her original ring was missing.
But the story has a happy ending. Mary eventually got her engagement ring back – 13 years after it was lost! One day Mary`s daughter-in-law Colleen was working in the same garden where Mary had been all those years ago. 3 ____. But this time it looked a bit different – because there was a carrot growing right through the middle of it!
As soon as Coleen saw the ring, she knew immediately who the owner was. The farm had been in the family for over 100 years. 4___. So when Coleen discovered the story of the lost ring, it became clear there was only one person it could possibly have belonged to, and the ring was returned to Mary.
Mary decided to remove her ring from the carrot and wear it again. 5 ___. Then the ring was washed, and Mary put it back on her finger – and it still fitted perfectly!
A. She was digging up vegetables there when she discovered the ring.
B. That gave her a very good idea about what to do with the carrot.
C. And that was probably when the ring came off her finger.
D. So she carefully cut the carrot in half.
E. She had never seen anything like it before.
F. And only two women had lived there in all that time.
G. It was tiring work, as some of them were very big.
H. Luckily, she managed to find another one that looked just like it.
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Text 5
Read the texts below. Match choices (A-H) to (1-6). There are two choices you won’t use.
1. The Wax Museum
Have you ever wanted to spot a celebrity while walking around New York? Here, you have the opportunity to meet not only one, but hundreds of celebrities under one roof! Located near Times Square, this museum displays an unparalleled collection of life-like wax statues of celebrities. Some people might find it a bit strange – but how else can you meet Will Smith, Tom Cruise, and Elvis in one day?

2. The Modern Art Museum
For those people who find art museums to be stuffy and boring, this is the place for you! You won’t find endless halls of paintings and sculptures here – instead, what you will find are several displays and exhibitions on the cutting edge of the art world. All of the installations also have descriptions from the artists – so you know exactly what the artists wanted to say with each piece. What’s more, many of the current exhibitions are interactive, so you get the chance to take part in making the art yourself!

3. Bay Cruises
Some people believe the best way to see New York is by bus – these people have obviously never been on a cruise around the bay! Stop by pier number four and take the Express Line cruise around the bay – it takes about one hour, but you get to see the city from a completely different perspective. If you plan carefully, you can even aim to get off in the center of the city to do some more sightseeing, so this is a really convenient way to be introduced to the city!

4. Walking tours
Travelling on a budget? Can’t afford to spend the $3 per ticket for public transport to get around the city? If so, then a walking tour might be the option for you. There are several walking tours which leave from different parts of the city, and have different themes from crime, to food, even to places featured in famous movies! The guides are also usually very qualified, and you can ask all the questions you have – as well as a person to take pictures for you!





5. Hop-On Hop-Off
For travellers who prefer a more flexible itinerary, the hop-on hop-off busses which run around the city can be a great option. You pay one flat fee at the beginning of the day, and you can take any of the routes you would like at any time. The advantage of these busses over normal public transport is that they focus on the main tourist routes, so they’re often much faster than going from place to place normally. Don’t worry too much about which company you go with; they’re all more or less the same, but be sure to get on the right bus!

6. Skyline Views
The one thing that you absolutely must do in New York is get a picture of the famous skyline! You’ve got several options here – from the Empire State Building to Top of the Rock – but the key thing is to go on a day when it’s clear and sunny. You don’t want clouds to ruin your perfect New York selfie! Some people also recommend doing this on the last day of your visit, because it can be really fun to pick out all of the places that you’ve visited from 100 stories up!

Which of the attractions________________________________?
A. is for tourists interested in famous people
B. is good for people who don’t have much money
C. includes a personal photographer
D. is for people who don’t like normal museums
E. is good for people with no fixed plans
F. is for people who want a luxury holiday
G. is best visited in good weather
H. gives tourists a unique view of the city
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1. Modern technologies offer people new job opportunities. Do you agree with this?

2. Speak about genres of films you like and dislike watching. Explain your answer.

3. Drugs, cigarettes and alcohol are among the biggest killers in Europe. Does this concern our country? How do bad habits affect young generation? What steps are made to improve the situation?


4. Why not take up sport? Develop the idea.


5. What is your definition of a true friend? Does the number of friends you have depend on how nice a person you are? Why do you think some people have a problem making friends?


6. Practice makes perfect. Is it true about learning English? Why or why not?


7. «You get what you pay for». Do you think this statement is true for education in your country?


8. Do you agree with the statement: «Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I learn?» Give reasons and examples to support your answer.

9. Why do people take photos? Do you like taking pictures? Are you camera-shy or do you like taking photos of yourself? Should pictures be posted on the Internet without permission?


10. The strength of a family, like the strength of an army, lies in its loyalty to each other. Do you agree or disagree? Explain your answer.

11. Do you agree with the statement: «When a habit begins to cost money, it’s called a hobby? » Give reasons and examples to support your answer.


12. What should people do to keep healthy? Give examples to support your answer.

13. Describe the best way to organize a birthday party for your friend?


14. What kind of shopper are you? Give reasons and examples to support your answer.

15. I am proud of being Ukrainian. Develop the idea.


16. The world would be a dull place indeed if all the nationalities behaved exactly alike. Develop the idea.

17. Speak about your eating habits. Give reasons and examples to support your answer.


18. Parents are children’s first and most important role models. Do you agree with this?


19. Describe role models and other influences in your life.


20. Agree or disagree with the following proverb: “A hobby a day keeps the boredom away”.
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Choose one of the three suggested topics. Write 20 sentences to justify your point of view on the following topic.

1. «Try not to get lost in comparing yourself to others. Discover your gifts and let them shine!», said Jennie Finch.
· Do you agree that comparing with others can be harmful for you? Why? Why not?
· In which cases is comparing beneficial?
· Do you know about your strong points? What are they?

2. You visited the TV programme where the problem of friendship between young people was discussed. Write an article to a local newspaper, where you will:
· describe the kind of friend you prefer and why;
· say what can cause friendship to go wrong;
· argue whether it is better to have many friends or a few close friends.

3. In your English class you have been talking about work in your country. Write an essay using all the notes and give reasons for your point of view.
Which is more important: to earn a high salary or to enjoy doing your job? Write about 
· type of work
· time you spend working
· your dream job.


