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Listening Comprehension Test
The Conjurer
Conjurer – a person who performs magic to entertain people
To be bound and gagged - is used in a literal way to describe a person who has been tied up (bound) and has had something placed in or over their mouth

During the summer months, towns all the way along the coast organize festivals to attract and entertain holiday-makers. The local inhabitants benefit both from the festivities and from the influx of tourists which keeps local industry busy. While most festivals are either of music or drama, the Town Council of Oakridge this year decided to offer a touch of mystery to its programme by organizing a Festival of Conjuring and Magic. The festival, spread over a week, took place in the castle park. In the event of rain, it was foreseen to use the municipal theatre. In view of the hot spell during the last two weeks however, all the shows, the last of which was yesterday evening, took place in the open air. The festival, which attracted more than 45,000 people, presented classical numbers of conjuring, pick-pocketing and magic. There were also two demonstrations of hypnosis, one of telepathy, and one of telekinesis, or the art of moving objects from a distance without touching them. Each programme was split up by intervals during which acrobats and jugglers gave a touch of extra colour to the performance.
Yesterday evening, during a demonstration of pickpocketing, a strange incident took place. Several of the audience had been invited up to the stage to take part in the act. The conjurer set about demonstrating his agility as a pickpocket, removing watches, jewels and wallets... which he subsequently returned to their astonished owners amidst the laughter and applause of the public. He was so deft that none of the victims realized that anything had happened. At the end of the act, he finished up by removing one spectator's tie and another's belt without either realizing; the second case nearly provoking an unfortunate sequel by "letting down" the embarrassed owner.
During the second part of the show however, some of the spectators realized that certain things were missing from their pockets, watches from their wrists, jewelry from their necks... At the end of the show, they went to see the Theatre Manager to complain about these losses and ask for the articles back.
The Manager was surprised and assured the people in question that there had almost certainly been some confusion on the part of the conjurer. He immediately went to the conjurer's dressing-room and not getting an answer to his knock, went in to find the conjurer... bound and gagged.
The performer had been a crook and a real pickpocket. The show had offered him a superb chance to show off his talents in front of everyone.
The police were called immediately though after an initial investigation they were able to find out no clues. In addition they do not think that they have much chance either of finding the thief or of recovering the stolen objects. This is partly due to the total lack of clues and partly to the fact that during all the show the conjurer had worn a mask. In this way, he had been able to operate freely and in public, without the least risk of discovery.
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Listening Comprehension Test
The Conjurer
Conjurer – a person who performs magic to entertain people
To be bound and gagged - is used in a literal way to describe a person who has been tied up (bound) and has had something placed in or over their mouth

I. Listen to the text. Are the following statements about the text true or false? Mark right variant (X)
	
	True 
	False 

	1. In summer, towns all the way along the coast organise festivals to attract and entertain holiday-makers.
	
	

	2. One of the festivals, spread over a weekend, took place in the local opera theatre.
	
	

	3. The festival, which attracted more than 4.000 people, presented classical singing and dancing, three demonstrations of hypnosis and telekinesis.
	
	

	4. Each programme was split up by intervals during which acrobats and jugglers gave a touch of extra colour to the performance.
	
	

	5. During a demonstration of pickpocketing, an amusing incident took place.
	
	

	6. At the end of the show the spectators didn’t complain about their losses, they went to see the conjurer and thanked for his performance.
	
	

	7. Theatre Manager realized that watches were missing from his wrist.
	
	

	8. When the Theater Manager went to the conjurer’s dressing room he found him bound and gagged.
	
	

	9. The performer had been an outstanding acrobat and the show had offered him a superb chance to show off his talents in front of everyone.
	
	

	10. The police don`t think they have much chance to find the chief.
	
	



II. Choose the right answer A, B, C or D
1. When do they organize festivals for holiday-makers.
A. All year
B. In winter
C. In summer
D. Once every two years
2. Where did the show take place?
A. in a theatre.
B. in a park.
C. both 1 and 2.
D. neither 1 nor 2.


3. The festival presented …
A. mind readers and illusionists
B. many of the finest magicians in the world
C. classical numbers of conjuring, pickpocketing and magic
D. classic magic movies
4. The pickpocketing...
A. took place before the interval.
B. took place just after the interval.
C. was the last performance in the show.
D. probably lasted the majority of the evening.
5. During the show...
A. the police were able to notice the man pickpocketing.
B. the victims were able to notice the man pickpocketing.
C. both 1 and 2.
D. neither 1 nor 2.
6.While pickpocketing the public did not demonstrate...
A. astonishment;
B. amusement;
C. admiration;
D. annoyance.
7. The people who had lost things...
A. went up to the stage.
B. complained the Theatre Manager.
C. were the spectators who didn’t go up to the stage.
D. might have been pickpocketed during the interval.
8.Who will probably pay for the loss?
A. the crook.
B. the theatre insurance company.
C. the police.
D. the Manager.
9.The incident wasn’t believed to be investigated successfully because…
A. of the lack of proves.
B. the pickpocket had disappeared.
C. the police didn’t start initial investigation .
D. both 1 and 2.
10.The main idea of the story is...
A. not all conjurers are honest.
B. people shouldn’t take on trust everything they see.
C. people admire a pickpocket's skill.
D. people are interested in acrobatics.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
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Reading Comprehension Test
Text 1. Read the text and do the test. Are the following statements about the text true or false? Mark right variant (X)
Madagascar – When to go
Madagascar has two seasons, a warm, wet season from November to April, and a cooler dry season between May and October. However, different parts of the country have very different weather.
The east coast is hotter and wetter, with up to 4000 mm of rainfall per year. In the rainy season, there are strong winds, and these can cause a lot of damage. Avoid visiting eastern Madagascar between January and March because the weather can make road travel very difficult. The dry season is cooler and more pleasant.
The high, central part of the country is much drier and cooler. About 1,400 mm of rain falls in the rainy season, with some thunderstorms, but the summer is usually sunny and dry, but it can be cold, especially in the mornings, with freezing showers, and it may snow in mountain areas above 2,400m, and even stay there for several days.
The west coast is the driest part of the island. Here, the winter months are pleasant with little rain, cooler temperatures and blue skies. The summers can be extremely hot, especially in the southwest. This part of the country is semi-desert, and only gets around 300 mm of rain per year.
1. Madagascar has four seasons: spring, summer, autumn and winter. 
2. There is more rain in January than in June. 
3. The wet season is colder than the dry season. 
4. January-March is a bad time to visit eastern Madagascar. 
5. The central part of the country is usually sunny in summer. 
6. The west coast is the driest part of the island. 
7. Winter months in the west coast are cold and windy. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Text 2. Read the text and do the test. Choose the correct answer (A, B, C, D) to complete the sentences.
Many cities have parks for people to enjoy. And it`s very (1) ___ to find wonderful sculptures in them. However, some sculptures found in Fairbanks, Alaska, aren`t quite the same as in other cities. When the temperature (2) ___ at the end of winter, they all disappear – because they`re made of ice!
Fairbanks has been the home of the World Ice Art Championships for over             20 years, and artists from many different countries come to create spectacular ice sculptures. The ice is brought from a lake (3) ___ near the sculpture park. It`s said to be so clear that visitors can read a newspaper through it – even though the individual pieces are over one metre (4) ___!
Visitors also have the (5) ____ to make their own ice sculptures if they wish, at special classes. There`s a childrens` play park, too, where (6) ____ everything is made of ice, including sculptures of favourite animals. It`s a great place to visit!

	1
	A. usual
	B. general
	C. common
	D. familiar

	2
	A. develops
	B. rises
	C. grows
	D. builds

	3
	A. located
	B. arranged
	C. contained
	D. attached

	4
	A. heavy
	B. large
	C. strong
	D. thick

	5
	A. occasion
	B. benefit
	C. opportunity
	D. ability

	6
	A. totally
	B. absolutely
	C. completely
	D. fully



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	
	
	
	
	
	













Text 3. Read the text and do the test. Choose the correct answer (A, B, C, D)
Some years ago, our head teacher, Mrs. Waters, decided to start a school newspaper, and get as many students as possible to take on the job of producing it — and parents, too. She felt the newspaper would help them learn more about school life, through articles on things like sports achievements and arts projects, which not all students know about if they're not taking part. Students took the whole thing very seriously — and we now have a prize-winning newspaper!
Some of my friends joined the newspaper team immediately and enjoyed it. I'd always loved creative writing and drawing cartoons, which I thought would be perfect in the newspaper, so I signed up. My dad, who's a journalist, was pleased — he thought that even though I wasn't keen on a job like his, the newspaper would be a great opportunity for me. And he was right — I loved it! Dad often came along to give advice, which was popular with the students. It was difficult sometimes, if he was busy, but he learned a lot about the school that way.
My first job was writing a report about a sports event — a writing style I'd never attempted before. But Dad reminded me it was similar in some ways to writing a       story — getting information in the right order. Once I'd understood that, there was no stopping me — and after my first efforts, I developed quite a professional style, which was brilliant. Sometimes the team couldn't use what I'd written, or my cartoons, for whatever reason, but I didn't mind. And sometimes it was hard to finish stuff on time, but I usually got there.
I'm now one of the editors — we decide what goes into the newspaper, so our names no longer appear in print. And it's stressful sometimes as we don't have much time, but we try to manage that properly. We also correct mistakes in people's articles, which we all had to get used to, but we were soon doing it without        thinking — and in our own schoolwork, too. I still put off calling people outside school for comments on stuff, but I guess it's all good experience — at least, that's what Dad says!

1. Michael's head teacher wanted to start a student newspaper to ____
A. provide an activity for students not interested in sport or art
B. make students feel more confident about taking part in something.
C. keep students better informed about what was happening at school.
D. give students the experience of being responsible for something.
2. Michael decided to join the newspaper because _____
A. he had ideas about some work he could do for it.
B. he was considering a career in journalism.
C. his friends had encouraged him to do so
D he liked the idea of being part of a team.


3. When Michael first started working on the newspaper, he was ____
A. disappointed when his stories sometimes weren't used.
B. delighted at the way his writing skills improved
C. pleased to find he could make use of his art skills
D. worried he'd be late completing some of his writing
4. What does Michael say about his role on the newspaper now? _____
A. He feels uncomfortable about correcting other students' work.
B. He still needs to improve the way he manages his time.
C. He's happier to handle making telephone calls to others.
D. He's become better at making articles more accurate.
5. What would Michael's dad say about the newspaper?
A. I was surprised at how keen Michael was to get involved - he's never shown that much interest in writing before.
B. I occasionally had problems finding the time to help out at Michael's school, but the students really seemed to like my suggestions.
C. Michael would never admit it, but I know he's proud to see his name in the newspaper these days - and I am, too!
D. It's been great to finally find out about life at the school through reading the newspaper. I didn't really know much about it before.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	
	


















Text 4. Read the text and match the A-H to 1-6. There are two choices you do not need to use.  
Vegetables which make people healthy 
1. Tomatoes have high levels of beta carotene, an antioxidant that supports the immune system. They have high dietary fibre and taste delicious raw or cooked.
2. Garlic is surely one of the world`s most potent medicines, and its potent smell is what makes it so powerful. Garlic is a natural antiseptic; it prevents cancer, fights infection, and prevents cold.
3. Onions are rich in quercetin, a powerful antioxidant that may reduce the risk of cancer. The quercetin also makes onions a safe therapy for allergies; it also helps prevent heart disease and reduce high blood pressure.
4. The power of mushrooms comes from their ability to enhance the activity of natural killer T-cells (NKT). These NKTs attack and remove cells that are damaged or infected by a virus.
5. Beets are an amazing blood purifier. Beets are rich in iron and produce the disease-fighting white blood cells. They also stimulate red blood cells and improve the supply of oxygen to the cells.
6. Red bell pepper is bursting with vitamin C, making it a powerful immune builder. Red bell pepper`s high level of beta carotene turns into vitamin A, making it a strong defense against disease.
Which of the vegetables ____________?
A. can help people with allergies
B. has a record amount of vitamin C
C. smells strong
D. can reduce the amount of body fat
E. is good for blood
F. contains a lot of protein
G. are delicious both raw and cooked
H. is able to increase the activity of virus-killing cells.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	
	
	
	
	
	




Text 5. Read the text and choose the correct answer (A, B, C, D)
A Journey for Charity
Embark on – begin a course of action especially one that is important or demanding
A British man, Stuart McCoy, has just returned to Britain after cycling over 3500 km for charity. His journey took him from London to Athens via Paris, Munich, Vienna, and Belgrade. I interviewed him yesterday.
What made Stuart embark on such a long and arduous journey? «Well, I’m a student», he said. «I had nothing to do in the summer vacation, and badly needed exercise, but I also wanted to do something for others, and that’s really what made me do it».
He first thought of raising money for an animal charity. Then, after watching a TV program, he decided half of the money would go to a children’s charity. «But halfway through my journey, there was a terrible earthquake in China, and I immediately decided it would all go to Chinese earthquake victims».
How much did he raise?  «Friends and relatives donated about 1000 pounds in all, and while I was travelling, generous people gave me another 500 pounds. But half of my total amount came from my university, which promised to double what I raised myself». So, in total, 3000 pounds – not bad for four weeks cycling. 
Not bad at all. So, did Stuart cycle back to London too? «Of course, I did», he laughed. «No, I gave my bicycle to a children’s charity in Greece and came back by train. My dad offered to buy me an air ticket, but I also believe in ‘green’ transport so I decided against flying».
And Stuart’s next journey? He smiled, «Well, I suppose, it’s possible».
Would he get a better bike or do it in a cooler season – spring, for example?
«Well, my bike is fantastic, and I’m only free in the summer, but I think I’d rather not go on my own next time».
1.What was Stuart’s main reason for going on a journey?
A.	He needed exercise.
B.	he wanted to help people.
C.	He had nothing to do.
D.	He wanted to see new places.

2. What was the first Stuart`s idea for charity?
A. To raise money for ill children.
B. To raise money for poor families in China.
C. To raise money for animals.
D. To educate children.
3.When did Stuart finally decide which charity to give money to?
A.	Before the journey.
B.	After the journey
C.	Long before he had entered the university. 
D.	During the journey
4.Who was the most generous with donations?
A.	People Stuart met on the journey
B.	Stuart’s friends and relatives.
C.	Stuart’s university
D.	Unidentified charitable organizations.
5.How did Stuart return home?
A.	By train
B.	By bicycle
C.	By plane
D. By train and by bus
6.What would Stuart do if he did a similar journey in the future?
A.	Get a better bike
B.	Go with someone else
C.	Go in the spring
D.	Invite more students to join him.
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9th Form
Part III
Speaking Comprehension Test

	1. In America, it is said that breakfast is the most important meal of the day. 
· What is a typical breakfast for you? Is it healthy or not?
· What meal (breakfast, lunch, or dinner) do you like most? Why?
· How would you encourage family and friends to make healthy food choices at breakfast, lunch or dinner?



	2. Students in schools around the world are told by parents and teachers that learning English is essential to a good education, opportunities and money. 
· Do you believe learning English is important to students in Ukraine? Why?
· Where does your passion for learning and studying English come from?
· What would you change about learning English in Ukraine to make it better?


	3. English speaking countries like the United States, England, Canada, and Australia attract millions of tourists every year.
· What English speaking country would you like to visit? Why?
· What specific attractions would be most appealing to you to see in-person?
· Why do you think people want to visit these countries?



	4. Describe the plot of your favorite movie.
· Who are the main characters? What are they like?
· What happens to them?
· Why do you like the movie?



	5. We meet new people throughout our lives, may it be at school, at work, while travelling, etc.  A simple hello can open opportunities for new friends.
· When you meet a new person, what do you want to first know about him or her?
· What type of characteristics or personality traits do you like in a friend?
· Where is the best place or setting to meet new people and why?




	6. Being a productive member of society means contributing to your community. Having a job and working to make your community a better place is an excellent way to do so.
· What is your dream job? Describe it in detail.
· Do you think most people love their job? Why or why not? Is it possible to love your work?
· What is your definition of volunteering? Do you consider it work or leisure?


	7. All children are taught to be polite, to say “please” and “thank you”, to ask permission for things, and to greet people they know. These things together are referred to as «manners».
· What are some other examples of good manners? What are some examples of bad manners in Ukraine?
· Are manners important? How do they differ from place to place?
· What do you think when you see someone with very bad manners? Can you give an example?


	8. Smartphones are everywhere now, and they act as more than just telephones. 
· How have smart phones changed communication?
· How do people use smartphones? What are the advantages and disadvantages of smartphones?
· How do you think communication will be different 20 years from now?



	9. Supermarkets are becoming more widespread and popular in the modern world, while traditional markets are becoming less common.
· Where do you (or your family) do most food shopping? 
· What advantages and disadvantages do you see with modern supermarkets?
· Do you think that traditional markets will disappear? Why or why not?



	10. Many people think that our family greatly influences our personalities.
· Which personality traits do you share with your family?
· What makes you different from other members of your family?
· Which family member has had the greatest impact on you? Explain.





	11. Which is superior: books, or Internet sources?
· Which do you use more frequently? Is one easier to use than the other?
· Which source is more reliable? Why?
· Does the superiority of one resource over the other depend on the context? Explain.



	12. Imagine that you are a famous celebrity.
· What would you want to be famous for?
· How would you live your life differently?
· What are some of the drawbacks of being a celebrity? Is there anything you would miss from your earlier life?



	13. Imagine that you could build your dream home anywhere in the world.
· Where would you build your dream home? Describe the country, city, and surrounding area.
· Describe the layout of your dream home. What rooms would you have in your house? What would they look like? Would it have multiple levels?
· What amenities would your house have?



	14. You have the opportunity to meet your favorite fictional character! You have          24 hours to spend with this individual.
· Describe who the character is and why you have chosen him/her/it.
· What will do you do in your 24 hours together? What will you discuss?
· How would your life be different after meeting this individual?




	15. Some parents pay their children for good marks in school, equating it to a bonus an employee might get if they excelled at work.
· What do you think of adding a monetary incentive to studying and getting good marks?
· Are you given any extra money or other rewards for a good academic performance? What is your incentive to study and perform well in school?
· How might the monetization of school marks affect a student’s performance? How might it affect a student’s attitude toward education?


	
16. Would you rather have a new car or new computer and why? Describe why each would be important to you and what you would use it for.




	17. Every day people make choices that affect their health.
1. What are the most important components of a healthy lifestyle?
1. How do you keep fit?
1. What can be done to convince people with unhealthy habits to lead a healthy lifestyle?


	
18. They say that different people travel for different reasons. 
· What are these reasons? 
· Do you like travelling? Why?
· Speak about your most exciting travelling experience.


	19. Neighbors are the people who live near us. 
· In your opinion, what are the qualities of a good neighbor? Use specific examples to support your answer.
· Describe one of your neighbours. Is he/she a good one?
·  Are you a good neighbour? 



	20. If you and a friend were going to a place very far away, what method of transportation would you prefer?
· Why do you prefer this way of travelling?
· What are the disadvantages of this method?
· If your friends didn’t want to travel this way, how would you convince them to change their mind?
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Writing Test

Choose one of the three suggested topics. Write 18 sentences to justify your point of view on the following topic.

1. Should teachers have to wear uniforms or have a dress code? When is it appropriate to follow a dress code? Give reasons and provide examples.

2.  What is your understanding of a proper school? Which is the most important to you when deciding on a school you go to?

3. There have been many important inventions throughout the course of human history. Which invention do you think is the most important? Do you think creating new inventions is important for humankind? If you could erase one invention from human history, what would it be and why?


