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The Maasai and the lions

Carnivore – an animal that eats meat
Guardian – someone who protects something
Livestock – animals kept on a farm, such as cows, sheep, chickens, and pigs

For thousands of years the Maasai people in Kenya had no doubts about their relationship with the lions who shared the land with them. They were enemies. The lions wanted to kill the tribe’s livestock and the Maasai had to protect the animals. It was even part of the coming-of-age ritual of young warriors to kill a lion.
But now things have changed and the Maasai are part of a new East African scheme to protect lions, called the Lion Guardians. The aim is for local people to be trained to manage and protect the lions without involvement from outsiders after the period of initial training. The Lion Guardians are taught basic literacy, how to manage data, how to deal with conflict between humans and lions, GPS and telemetry tracking of radio-collared lions. Some of them also learn how to speak in public and how to blog.
The Lion Guardians monitor the lions and other carnivores and inform cattle herders when to avoid the areas where there are lions. They also help improve the livestock enclosures and educate people about wildlife. Helping find lost livestock is another important job. In the past these would often have been killed by carnivores. If anyone is about to carry out a lion hunt, the Lion Guardians try and persuade them not to. Since many of the Guardians have killed lions in the past and are very experienced, they are highly respected in the community and are listened to by their age-mates, or peers, and often by their elders. They explain the importance of the lions to culture and tourism and how they can now be arrested for killing protected animals.
One such Lion Guardian is Olubi Lairumbe. He has killed seven lions in his lifetime. The last one was a lioness who was pregnant with five cubs. He regretted killing her very much, had a massive change of heart and volunteered to become a Lion Guardian. Olubi’s father used to hate lions and encouraged his sons to hunt them, but since Olubi became a Guardian, he has been advising them not to kill carnivores.
Olubi was recently interviewed by Sir David Attenborough and appeared on the Africa documentary series.
Another Guardian, Mingati Makarot, is very good at tracking lions using his traditional skills and has a great knowledge of the area that acts as a refuge to many wildlife species. Mingati is a past lion killer but has completely converted to being one of its ardent protectors. His name, Mingati, is a ‘lion name’ given to him meaning one who is fast and doesn’t lag behind.
In the past, a moran (a Maasai warrior) received a lion name after spearing a lion. In Maasai culture the name represents the characteristics of both the warrior and the lion he has killed. A warrior with a lion name feels that he has achieved something great. When the successful warrior brings the lion’s mane and tail back to his manyatta (his home in the community) to be put on display, he is treated as a hero. 
Other young men who don’t yet have their lion names are called by the general name of «moran». They long to have recognition and dream about the day that it will be their turn to bring home the lion trophy.
Now, this naming tradition is changing. The Lion Guardians experimented by giving lion names to boys who had not killed lions and it worked. Other young people called them by the lion names, then the older people did so too. There were still some boys who wanted to do something to prove their bravery, and they were assigned conservation tasks to do. Now young men can earn respect by protecting lions, rather than killing them.
Another change is that the lions are now given Maasai names and each has a card explaining who the lion is related to and which lions they keep company with. Personalising the lions helps them to be seen as individuals by the community.
Since the programme began in 2007, no lions have been killed in the area patrolled by Lion Guardians. Compare that to a similar neighbouring area without Guardians, where 63 have been killed, and you can see just how successful the scheme is. The Maasai have managed to successfully adapt their culture to changing times without giving up their identity.
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The Maasai and the lions

Carnivore – an animal that eats meat
Guardian – someone who protects something
Livestock – animals kept on a farm, such as cows, sheep, chickens, and pigs
I. Listen to the text. Are the following statements about the text true or false? Mark right variant (X)
	
	True 
	False 

	1. The Maasai people and the lions were enemies because the lions wanted to kill the tribe’s animals 
	
	

	2. Now, there is a new scheme to look after lions. 
	
	

	3. The Lion Guardians learn a range of skills including how to manage conflict between people. 
	
	

	4. In the past, lost livestock was often eaten by carnivores. 
	
	

	5. Olubi Lairumbe has killed seventeen lions in his lifetime. 
	
	

	6. Olubi appeared on the America documentary series. 
	
	

	7. Mingati’s lion name means one who is weak. 
	
	

	8. Traditionally, after killing a lion, the warrior brings the lion’s mane and tail back home as a trophy. 
	
	

	9. After the naming tradition changed, boys who wanted to prove their bravery were given conservation tasks. 
	
	

	10. Since the programme began in 2007, no lions have been killed in the area, compared to fifty-three in the neighbouring area.
	
	



II. Choose the right ending to the sentences A, B, C or D
1. How did the Maasai people feel about lions in the past?
A. They strongly disliked them.
B. They were not sure how they felt. 
C. They loved them.
D. They didn't pay attention to them
2. What is the aim of the Lion Guardians scheme?
A. To move the lions to a different, safer area.
B. To protect the lions and allow experts to do the research.
C. To manage conflicts between people.
D. To train local people to protect the lions.



3. Why do the Lion Guardians tell local farmers where lions are?
A. So they can kill the lions. 
B. So they can take their cows to a different area.
C. So they can protect their families.
D. So they can make the photo of lion.
4. How do other local people feel about the Lion Guardians?
A. They respect them. 
B. They don’t understand them.
C. They are annoyed by them.
D. They envy them.
5. Why did Olubi Lairumbe change his mind about killing lions?
A. He saw how dangerous hunting lions could be.
B. He decided to become kind.
C. He learnt more about lions and realised he was wrong.
D. He killed a pregnant lion and felt very bad about it.
6. How does Mingati Makarot know where the lions are?
A. He uses special tracking equipment.
B. He uses his knowledge of the area and hunting skills.
C. He uses information provided by his team.
D. He uses binoculars
7. How do Maasai warriors get a lion name, traditionally?
A. By running fast.
B. By having the characteristics of a lion.
C. By doing something brave. 
D. By killing a lion. 
8. How has the naming tradition changed?
A. Young men have to kill more lions to a get a name.
B. Young men can use their father’s name.
C. Young men are given special names without killing lions.
D. Young men take part in sport competitions.
9. What do the Lion Guardians do to help people see lions as part of the community?
A. Give people photos of the lions.
B. Tell people stories about the lions.
C. Give the lions Maasai names.
D. Make short videos and show them to people.
10. What is the key factor in the scheme's success?
A. The Maasai have changed their culture but kept their identity.
B. The Maasai can influence people from neighbouring areas.
C. The Maasai have always wanted to protect lions.
D. The Maasai don`t pay attention to the carnivore

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
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Text 1. Read the text below. For assignments (1-6) choose the correct answer (A, B, C, D)
Superman and Batman will be in the same film together (1) _______. The movie will be in cinemas in the summer of 2017. Zack Snyder, the director of the latest Superman movie Man of Steel, told reporters (2) _______. He said many fans of the two superheroes would be happy that two characters are going to team up. Henry Cavill, (3) _____, will play Superman again in the new film. The producers don`t get know which actor will play Batman. Moviegoers are expecting an action-packed adventure that will be like (4) ____. Mr. Snyder said he could not give away any secrets about the story because the script hasn`t been written yet.
The movie company Warner Brothers hopes the Superman-Batman duo will be as successful (5) as _____. That movie made about two billion worldwide and successfully brought together the main characters owned by Marvel Comics. Warner Brothers and DC Comics nave spent many years (6) ______. However, some fans are worried about the new movie. They think the story needs to be extra-special to be successful.
A. since they are the greatest superheroes
B. the new movie would be
C. no other superhero film
D. for the first time ever
E. who starred in Man of Steel
F. the news on Saturday
G. trying to agree to the new film
H. the 2012 film The Avengers

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	
	
	
	
	
	










Text 2. Read the text and choose the correct answer (A, B, C)
Away from Home
A few years ago my family and I went to Guernsey for a holiday; my parents liked it so much that they decided (1) _____ a house there. Guernsey is one of the Channel Islands, located in the English Channel off the coast of Normandy, a region in northern France. The island`s capital is St. Peter Port, a(n) (2) ______ harbor town with marinas and (3) _______ shops, museums and restaurants. Our house is situated just outside St. Peter Port. I like going with my family on walks through the (4) _______ countryside or along the coast. Sometimes we take the ferry to the (5) _____ islands of Sark and Alderney, which have a (6) ________ of attractions. When my parents first told me they were buying a house in Guernsey, I thought it might be boring to go to the same (7) _______ every year, but then I fell in love with Guernsey and now I really (8) ______ the fact that I have a home there.
	1
	A. buying
	B. buy
	C. to buy

	2
	A. pretty
	B. private
	C. impressed

	3
	A. natural
	B. various
	C. avid

	4
	A. scenic
	B. guided
	C. distant

	5
	A. nearby
	B. authentic
	C. same

	6
	A.   pile
	B. wealth
	C.  group

	7
	A.   holiday
	B. place
	C.  trail

	8
	A.   appreciate
	B. recreate
	C.  request
















Text 3. Read the text and answer the questions 1-5. Choose A, B, C, or D.
A young star of the kitchen
 Remember the anchovy and tomato pizza that you created? For most of us, it takes a long time to learn how to make something tasty, but not for Remmi Smith. Still a teenager, she’s already creating fantastic dishes. She’s also becoming well known for her Italian salad dressing, which is delicious. And with her knowledge of social media, she’s making sure that everyone knows she’s here!
Remmi, who lives in the USA, is just 16. She has already starred in two cookery shows and has published a book of healthy recipes. From the age of four, Remmi helped in the kitchen by preparing vegetables. By the age of seven, Remmi was a real foodie who could cook complete meals for her family.
Remmi, who was born in China, began making videos for fun. Her mother took videos of her while she was cooking and put them online. A local cable channel broadcast them. They then asked Remmi to create another show for them.
That show focused on Remmi’s main interest, which is getting teenagers to take healthy eating seriously. She believes that when young people make their own food, they care more about what they eat. Remmi works with a company in the USA which shows her videos in school cafeterias. About 3.5 million students watch her every day!
 Remmi believes that young people can create a healthy meal for their family which isn’t expensive. Her delicious recipes include vegetable paella and strawberry kebabs. In fact, strawberries, which are Remmi’s favourite food, appear in other recipes, including strawberry sandwich!
 Her latest idea is a healthy-snack service. For a monthly subscription you receive snacks, which include fruit bars and popcorn, and fun cooking activities that help you develop a healthy lifestyle.
1. Why is Remmi different from most of us?
A. She likes unusual pizza toppings.
B. She is famous in Italy.
C. She has learnt an important skill at a young age.
D. She knows about social media.
2. How did Remmi start cooking?
A. by getting things ready for cooking
B. by writing down instructions for dishes
C. by making family dinners
D. by starring in shows about food




3. What happened that introduced Remmi to a wider audience?
A. Her videos appeared on local TV.
B. Her mum filmed Remmi and showed the videos to family members.
C. She was asked to appear on a TV show.
D. She moved from China to America.
4. What does Remmi think about other young people?
A. They aren’t interested in healthy eating.
B. They already love cooking and eat well.
C. They eat healthily when they cook for themselves.
D. They eat in cafeterias too often.
5. What might Remmi write on her blog about her new service?
A. Snacks aren’t a part of healthy eating so I show people how to stop eating so many of them and eat more fruit instead.
B. People who eat too much popcorn can find out how to eat better from my cookery shows and my book.
C. I regularly put new videos online that show you how to make your own fruit bars and have fun at the same time.
D. Once a month, I send tasty food and interesting healthy eating ideas to the people who pay for the service.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	
	






















Text 4. Read the text. Match the headings A-G with the paragraphs 1-5. There are two extra headings
1__ As people grow older, they often think back to the days of their youth. They remember the great friends of those days, great times together, and how bright the future looked. Of course, not everything was perfect — but it can look that way as we get older. And this can make people feel pessimistic and bitter.
2__It doesn`t need to be that way. There are many secrets to staying young in spirit well into old age. Why put up with feeling miserable when you can be enthusiastic instead? Here are some tips to keep you young at heart as you grow older.
3__ Relationships are extremely important. Family gives you comfort and support, and catching up with old friends can help older people to feel young. Making new friends is important too — but make sure they are optimistic, enthusiastic people.
4__ Bad things happen to all of us. We split up with a boyfriend or girlfriend, and later we may have to do a boring job for years. But don`t think too much about negative things. Deal with them, and get on with your life.
5__ Always keep special things around you, like family photos or favorite possessions — and be grateful that you can enjoy them. Thank your loved once daily for sharing your life too. When you see the pleasure on their faces, you will never feel old — even in your eighties.
A. The importance of people in your life
B. Ageing can be a positive experience
C. You can choose to stay young
D. Appreciate the things and people in your life
E. Looking back can make old people feel bad
F. Getting over the negatives and moving on
G. Even pessimists can have friends

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	
	














Text 5. Read the text. Are the following statements about the text true or false? Mark right variant (X)
The little chef
Fifteen-year-old Sam Stern, the most famous teenage chef in the UK, learned how to cook when he was very young. At the age of three he could roll dough and by the age of nine he could make a roast chicken with herbs. His cooking career, however, began only a few years ago when his brother Tom started texting him from university to ask for family recipes. Sam not only sent his brother the family recipes but also created his own. In fact, his own recipes were so good that his mother encouraged him to write a book. This led to his best-selling book Cooking Up a Storm.
In the summer of 2006, Sam travelled to the US, where he appeared on famous TV shows such as the Today Show and the Martha Stewart Show. He also signed a book contract with a US publishing house and plans to return to the US later in the year for his own TV show. His next book Real Food, Real Fast will be published in October 2006. Sam is currently working on his third book which is for young people leaving home to study.
1. Sam is from the United States.
2. Sam’s brother, Tom, asked for family recipes while he was at university.
3. Sam used to send his brother cooked food by post.
4. Sam appeared on British television.
5. Sam is writing a book for young people leaving home to study.
6. He is going to take part in a famous Today Show soon.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
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1. What differences are there between your generation and your parents’ generation? Think about these things: tastes in music/clothes, films; interests/hobbies; attitudes to life.



2. What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be successful in the world today? Choose one skill and use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.




3. Would you like to spend a year travelling around the world? Why? Why not?





4. What's more important, taking part in a competition or winning it? Why?





5.	Ukraine is a country with a rich culture and history.
•	What is one thing you wished more people knew about Ukraine?
•	Are you proud to be Ukrainian? Why or why not?
•	What is your favorite Ukrainian holiday? How do you celebrate that holiday?




6.	Fashion is an interesting subject for many people.
•	Do you follow fashion? Do you consider yourself trendy? Explain.
•	What are the biggest fashions right now? What do you think of these trends?
•	People often disagree on fashion. What is one fashion trend that you dislike?



7.	Some students are good at some subjects, but worse at others
•	What are your best and worst school subjects? Why?
•	What study methods do you use to improve your knowledge?
•	If you could add a class to your school schedule, what would it be? If you could subtract a class from your school schedule, what would it be?





8.	The Royal Family is a symbol for The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
•	Would you like the job of being a member of the Royal Family? Why or why not?
•	Compare and contrast the benefits and the disadvantages to being a monarch.
•	If you were a king or a queen for a day, what would you do?




9.	Some people measure wealth in money and material possessions, others in health and family, and still others in experiences and memories. 
•	Why should you measure wealth in different ways? What are the benefits?
•	How do you personally measure your wealth?
•	What are some of the negatives of how you measure your wealth?





10.	Beauty is in the eye of the beholder
•	What is beauty to you?
•	Is beauty more than appearance?
•	Is anything more beautiful than nature?





11.	«Knowledge is power» is a popular saying in English,
•	Why do you think it is commonly used?
•	What situations would knowledge be powerful in?
•	Have you ever felt powerless, being lost?



12.	You want to introduce your friend to your favorite band, how do you go about doing it?
•	How do you describe the band to your friend? What kind of music do they play?
•	What is the first song you tell them to listen to, and why?
•	How does this band make you feel when you listen to their music?




13.	As the saying goes, habit is the second nature. It is quite difficult to get rid of the way of thinking, actions and deeds that have become usual.
•	Do you have any unusual habits? Give details.
•	Do you think drinking coffee is a bad habit? Why/not?
•	Which habits are really destroying in your opinion?



14.	 “Cinema is universal, beyond flags and borders and passports” (Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu)
•	Do you agree with the statement? How does the process of globalization influence the sphere of movies, TV series, TV shows?
•	Have you watched any good movie recently? 
•	Which movie has impressed you the most? What genre of movies and TV shows do you tend to watch the most? How about the least?



15.	Albert Einstein said “I fear the day that technology will surpass our human interaction.” What did the scientist mean?
•	In what ways has technology helped and harmed society?
•	What would your life be like today without technology? 
•	What do you think technology will be like in your future?






16.	 I Don’t Have Enough Time syndrome.
•	How do you recognize and address a time problem?
•	What are the most common time wasters that keep us from getting important things done?
•	Do you have a lack of time problem? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]

17.	 If you were to win the lottery and decide to take a trip around the world, what would your itinerary be? Why?
•	What would be your first and final destinations? Why?
•	Would you prefer to travel alone or with another person?
•	If you left Ukraine for a long time, what things from your country would you miss the most? 




18.	 How environmentally conscious are you?
•	What things do you do to help the environment? What else can be done?
•	What can raise public awareness of the importance of protecting the environment?
•	Who do you think is more responsible for the environment, individual people or the government?




19.	 Learning foreign languages: can everybody master them?
•	What is the best age to start learning a foreign language? Why?
•	What advice could you give to those who want to learn languages?  
•	Are you learning any other foreign language? Are there any/many similarities with English?




20.	 What do you like doing at your leisure? Do you have a lot of hobbies?
•	Is having some time just for yourself important to you? 
•	Do you need company to feel entertained? How big? Do your parents need to approve of your friends?
•	How far are you ready to go to protect your right to privacy?
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Choose one of the three suggested topics. Write 20 sentences to justify your point of view on the following topic.

1. Some days ago you went to a concert of your favorite group.
Write about 
· your tastes in music
· describe the place where the concert took place and how you got there, comment on the feelings the concert inspired in you
·  say why attending live performances is more enjoyable than watching some on TV.

2. In your English class you have been talking about how you spend your free time and who you spend your free time with. Is it better to spend more of your free time with your friends or family?
Things to write about
·  different types of activities and interests
· how busy your family is
· your own idea

3. Imagine your pen friend from the UK asked you about social networks in Ukraine:
· What social networking sites do you use?
· What are some good points about social networking?
· What are some bad points about social networking?
· What kind of information are you comfortable making public?
Write an e-mail letter giving answers to the questions.




